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HE§ didn’t cut and mail the coupon, so 
he never became rich! Not all ad- 
vertisements offer such golden opportunities, 
but they do offer substantial values an 
worth While savings. Are you using ‘the 
advertisements to best F thon ? 





























Whom Resist 


By Thomas Kimber 
1 Peter 5:9 


HEN Satan like a raging Foe 
Stalks boldly through the land, 

And utters threats of direful woe 
At all who dare withstand, 

Fear not the Adversary’s might 
Nor to his wrath give place; 

Put on the armor of the Lord — 
Resist him by God’s grace! 

When Satan with deceptive wiles 
And false, seductive snares 

Beneath a mask of subtle smiles 
Approaches unawares, 

Yield not allegiance to the one 
Who would thy soul debase; 

Put on the armor of the Lord — 
Resist him by God’s grace! 

For underneath his smiling lips 
There lurks the serpent’s sting ; 

His evil breath is foul,as death 
And would to ruin bring 

Thy soul. Look unto Christ to give 
Thee victory in the race! 

Put on the armor of the Lord — 
Resist him by God’s grace! 


we 
Invisible Attractions 


We cheat ourselves if we let “this 
present world” fill our eyes. Demas for- 
sook not only Paul, but his own best bless- 
ings, when he “loved this present world” 
(2 Tim. 4:10). A beautiful fetter has 
come to THE Sunpay ScHoot Times from 


a Christian lady eighty-four years old. The 
paper has been going to her through the 
kindness of others, and in appreciation she 
writes: “I am unable to express to you 
the emotions this awakens in my heart. 
God only knows how I: have been helped 
and comforted in the past by the things 
I have found in your paper, and now I am 
both helped and comforted in knowing that 
God put it into the hearts of strangers 
to cheer .an old pilgrim on the way a lit- 
tle longer. I am looking and waiting for 
the coming of our Lord and King, and 
rejoicing that soon I shall ‘see him as he 
is,’ and be with him forever. I am pass- 
ing through severe and trying circum- 
stances, but God is very precious to me, and 
literally he is my strength. I am a shut-in, 
but it matters little, for the world is fast 
losing its power to attract, and the things 
that are not seen loom large.” This dear 
child of God’ is indeed seeing the best things 
—for always, in this present life, the best 
things are the invisible. “Now faith is 

. the evidence of things not seen.” With 
Paul she can say: “We faint not; but 
though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day. For 
our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory; while 
we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: for 
the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are eter- 


nal” (2 Cor. 4:16, 17, 18). And the best 
of all the “not seen” blessings is our Lord 
himself: “Whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). 


- 
Wood Awakeners 


It is dangerous to play with sinister 
spirit forces. We joke about table-tipping, 
ouija boards, planchette, but they can be 
deadly. The Dawn calls attention to the 
startling fact that Spiritism may be de- 
scribed as the art of waking wood. Sir 
Oliver Lodge is quoted: “A light table 
seems no longer inert; it behaves as if 
animated. It can exhibit certainty, it can 
seek for information, it can convey it.” Mr. 
Panton, Editor of The Dawn, continues: 
“Here is a fact which is a thrilling com- 
ment. Mr. J. Vine Milne writes (Outlook, 
Jan. 30, 1920): ‘I had been spending an 
evening with a friend, an M.A. and D.Sc. 
of London. It was not long before we 
heard knocks, which we spelt out aloud. 
It was a reference to Habakkuk. We 
eagerly turned up the passage, which read: 
“Woe unto him that saith to the wood, 
Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise; it shall 
teach” (Hab. 2:19). A great silence fell 
on us. I took it as a personal warning, 
and this was forty years ago: I have not 
touched the unclean thing since.’” 


% 


Will You Stand By the Old Faith ? 


HE perilous times have come. They 
are plainly predicted in God’s infallible 
Word. “This know also, that in 
the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers 
of those that are good, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; having a form of godli- 
ness, but denying the power thereof: from 
such turn away” (2 Tim. 3: 1-5). 

The characteristic of these perilous times 
is that “they will not endure sound doc- 
trine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears; and they shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
fables.” 

The World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association does not believe in fables, but 
in the truth that only God can reveal and 
has revealed with fullness and finality in 


his holy Scriptures. At the Associdtion’s 
seventeenth annual convention, held last 
month in Washington, D. C., and reported 
in last week’s issue of THE Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMES, some very notable Resolu- 
tions were adopted. These Reésolutions 
are of such vital importance to the Church 
of Christ in the present perilous times, so 
searching in their diagnosis, and so 
strengthening in their challenge, that the 
Times publishes them here, in place of its 
usual editorial, as a vital and needed appeal 
to God’s people everywhere. The Resolu- 
tions, slightly adapted, follow: 


The Fundamentals Association sends to 
all churches throughout the world who 
have the “like precious faith” our Lord’s 
own words to “hold fast [that which ye 
have] till I come.” 


We would call to the attention of pas- 
tors and Sunday school superintendents 
everywhere the vital importance, in these 
days of deepening apostasy, of taking every 
needed step to assure the soundness in the 
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faith of their teaching force and the liter- 
ature that is used. It should be definitely 
ascertained that all teachers are saved and 
are prayerfully concerned for the salvation 
of their scholars. All Sunday school liter- 
ature should be given close and detailed 
examination before it is admitted for use 
in any class or department. For it is a 
regrettable fact that probably the greater 
part of Sunday school lesson helps today 
issued by most denominational boards as 
well as by some independent publishers, both 
for teachers and for classes, is in greater 
or less degree untrue to the Scriptures, 
and there are many such helps that ques- 
tion or deny the inspiration of the Bible, 
the deity of Christ, the blood atonement, 
the miracles, and other precious funda- 
mentals of the faith. On the other hand, 
there are Sunday school lesson helps that 
are uncompromisingly true to the Word, 
the Gospel, and “the faith once delivered,” 
and these we heartily commend. In this 
matter of belief and unbelief, resulting in 
eternal life or the second death, unceasing 
vigilance is the only price of safety. 


We express our appreciation of the 
American system of public education and 
the approval of the historic policy of ex- 
cluding sectarian teaching from the cur- 
riculum of tax-supported educational insti- 
tutions. 

We protest, however, against the teach- 
ing of irreligion, atheism, unbelief, and im- 
morality in certain places in our American 
educational system. We call upon those 
in authority in educational institutions, and 
we call upon the general public, to arouse 
themselves to the dangers of such teaching. 

We further protest against the teachings 
of Communism in our American schools 
and universities; and we call upon those 
in places of political authority and upon 
the general public to protest against, and 
to prevent, such teaching. We are con- 
vinced that pacifism is nationally perilous 
and impracticable, and that Communism is 
contrary to the Bible and to Christian 
ideals; and we believe that such teaching 
is not only unchristian, but subversive of the 
vital interests of the American Republic. 

We further express our approval of 
Christian Fundamental schools and colleges 
under private control and management; 
and we are convinced that our splendid 
American system of public education ought 
to be faced at every point with the compe- 
tition of private schools, colleges, and uni- 
versities maintaining the highest scholastic 
level and courageously promoting the Fun- 
damentals of the Christian faith. 


In view of the state of the nation and 
of the world we call on men everywhere 
to repent and to call mightily unto God to 
the end that, as in the days of Nineveh, if 
“every one [turn] from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their hands,” 
God may pardon the sins of our people 
“and turn away from his fierce anger, that 
we perish not.” 

And it is further resolved that the mem- 
bers of the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association, as citizens of this nation inso- 
far as they have the power to represent 
it as intercessors before God, confess that 
it has by him been blessed above all nations, 
and that it has sinned most greviously of 
all nations against light and privilege in 
that it has despised his commandments and 
done every man that which is right in 
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his own eyes, so that the nation is filled 
with violence, and that they adopt as their 
own the substance of the words and con- 
fession of the prophet Daniel: 

“O Lord, the great and dreadful God, 
keeping the covenant and mercy to them 
that love him, and to them that keep his 
commandments; we have sinned, and have 
committed iniquity, and have done wick- 
edly, and have rebelled, even by departing 
from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 
O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, 
but unto us confusion of faces, as at this 
day; O Lord, to us belongeth confusion 
of face, to our rulers and representatives 
in authority, because we have sinned against 
thee. To the Lord our God belong mercies 
and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him; neither have we obeyed the 
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his 
laws, which he set before us by his serv- 
ants the prophets. Therefore hath the Lord 
watched upon the evil, and brought it upon 
us: for the Lord our God is righteous in 
all his works which he doeth: for we 
obeyed not his voice. O Lord, according 
to all thy righteousness, we beseech thee, 
let thine anger and thy fury be turned away 
from this nation because for our sins, this 
nation is become a reproach to all that are 
about us. Now therefore, O our God, hear 
the prayer of thy servants, and our sup- 
plications, and cause thy face to shine 
upon us for Christ’s sake. O our God, 
incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, 
and behold our disorders, and distresses: 
for we do not present our supplications 
before thee for our righteousness, but for 
thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, 
forgive; O Lord, hearken «nd do; defer 
not, for thine own sake, O our God.” 


We would send a pleading call to all 
men and women professing godliness to 
walk “soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world”; to engage with all 
zeal and diligence in the work of personal 
evangelism, presenting the proclamation of 
amnesty which as ambassadors for. Christ 
they are authorized and empowered to do 
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to all. men who will accept remission of 
sins and everlasting life in the name of 
the King, God, and Saviour who died for 
them; to pray without ceasing for revival 
in the Church of God and the ingathering 
of the “heirs of salvation’; to rebuild the 
family altar in all Christian households in 
which it has been thrown down; to remem- 
ber the words of the Psalmist, 

Thy testimonies, Lord, in righteousness excel, 
And holy must Thy people be who in Thy 

Temple dwell, 

and resolve that they will come apart and 
touch not the unclean things with which 
Satan is endeavoring to distract the world 
from the thought of its fast approaching 
judgment, “choosing rather to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season” in a 
world so manifestly already experiencing 
the premonitory visitations of God’s judg- 
ment upon the workers of iniquity. 


Be it further resolved that, since those 
who hold the faith once for all delivered 
unto the saints are the peculiar objects 
of the wrath of those who plot to over- 
throw this nation’s blood-bought rights to 
free speech, free press, and freedom to 
worship God as each man’s conscience dic- 
tates, we adopt as our own the resolution 
and action of that first gathering of Fun- 
damentalists at Jerusalem, when the age- 
long enmity of the world first manifested 
itself against the preaching of the Gospel, 
and when “with one accord” the following 
prayer was offered: 

“Lord, thou art God, which hast made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that 
in them is: who by the mouth of thy 
servant David hast said, Why did the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine vain 
things? The kings of the earth stood 
up, and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against his Christ, 
: .. For to do whatsoever thy hand and 
thy counsel determined before to be done. 
And now, Lord, behold their threatenings : 
and grant unto thy servants, that with all 
boldness they may speak thy word.” : 














NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Why Christ Was Forsaken 


Elizabeth Barrett Browning, in her poem 
“Cowper’s Grave,” used the expression 
“Immanuel’s orphaned cry” in describing 
our Lord’s cry of agony on the cross, 
“My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” The meaning of this cry and 
this experience of our Lord on Calvary 
has been set forth at different times in these 
columns, including the issue of April 7. 
Now comes a further word of illumination 
from the Rev. Coulson Shepherd, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church, Atlantic 
City. N. J: : 


“For years I have been reading THE 
Sunpay Scuoor. Times with much profit, 
and never fail to read Notes on Open Let- 
ters. Your answers to readers’ queries are 
not only Scriptural, but they are always 
sane, sensible, and safe ‘for people to fol- 
low. 


“Your answer to the Ontario reader’s. 


question regarding the ‘Orphaned Cry on 


the Cross’ is especially good, and all the 
four ‘S’s’ referred to apply. 

“Is there not a further meaning in this 
cry of lamentation? Why did our Lord 
address his Father, here, as God? He 
who delighted to call him ‘Father,’ ‘My 
Father,’ ‘Holy Father,’ etc., here calls him 
‘My God.’ Does not this bring out, and 
add to all the other evidences, that Christ’s 
death was substitutionary ? 

“No unsaved person has the right to «all 
God ‘Father’ The poor publican rightly 
prayed, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
Our sinless Saviour was in the sinful sin- 
ners’ place, and like sinners was separated 
from God, and being in that place (and 
never can we fully realize what a terrible 
place that is), he prayed, ‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ 

“T never like to meditate upon this, how- 
ever, without reminding myself that our 
Lord’s last words from that cruel tree were, 
‘FATHER, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.’ ” 
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Even the Millennium is not God's best for mankind 


After Armageddon and the Millennium 











By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. 














HE modern demand for dictators is 
an unconscious preparation for the 
coming of Antichrist and also for 
the coming and crowning of Christ. The 
Word of God is not silent on the problems 
of human government or on the coming 
of evil dictators who pillage and destroy 
the nations. The Bible speaks distinctly 
of one mighty personage who is coming on 
earth in the last days and who will sit 
for a brief time on the throne of world- 
power. He will occupy the place which 
God the Father has decreed should be the 
throne of Jesus Christ, the King of kings. 
“And power was given him over all kin- 
dreds, and tongues, and nations” (Rev. 
13:7). The apostle John adds the follow- 
ing significant statement: “And all that 
dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 
whose names are not written in the book 
of life of the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world” (v. 8). Our Lord, in 
rebuking the Jews for their failure to re- 
ceive him as King, said: “I am come in 
my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: 
if another shall come in his own name, 
him ye will receive’ (John 5:43). Thus 
our Lord indicated the coming of a world- 
king. 


At the Voice of the Archangel 


The principal events connected with the 
Second Coming of Christ to the earth are 
as follows: The resurrection of the be- 
lievers in Christ in every preceding age, 
this resurrection to be accompanied by the 
translation of the true Chutch of Christ. 
“For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4: 
16, 17). This resurrection and translation 
will be attended or followed by the Judg- 
ment of Rewards. The faithful in every 
age will then receive the rewards of sin- 
cere service. “Behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man 
‘according as his work shall be” (Rev. 
22: 12). 

Following the removal of the Church of 
Christ, evil will rapidly develop and or- 
ganize itself, for with the Church goes also 
the Holy Spirit in his official capacity, and 
no longer will be felt the powerful restrain- 
ing of the Spirit of God. Under the lead- 
ership of the Antichrist the predicted form- 
ing of the European League of ten kings 
will occur. The Lord will proceed to 
gather the Jews to their own land in great 
numbers. They will take great stores of 
silver and gold. It will be the presence of 
such great and undefended wealth of the 
Jews in Palestine as will lead to the pre- 
dicted attack on Palestine by the eastern 
nations led by Russia. “And thou shalt 
say, I will go up to the land of unwalled 
villages . . . to take a spoil” (Ezek. 38: 


We sorely need the Millennium! 
But man can never bring it. Leading 
ministers, churches, and even whole 
denominations tell us that wars will 
soon be no more because civilized men 
will refuse to fight. But Sociologists of 
Harvard University have just pub- 
lished startling findings showing that 
wars have steadily increased as man 
has grown more “ civilized,” and that 
a statistical “index” of European wars 
grew from 2.678 in the twelfth cen- 
tury to 13,732.98 in the first twenty- 
five years of the twentieth century. 
The Great War of 1914-18 will be 
seen to have been but a skirmish in 
comparison with the Armageddon just 
aa which is as certain as the Word 
t+) oo 


It is a relief to turn from these facts 
of the failure of men to the certain 
and glorious facts of the triumph of 
Christ. Dr. Britan concludes his notable 
series on “The Program of Peace” 
with a memorable picture of “the an- 
tiseptic glory of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness” and the eternity in which God 
shall be “all in all.” 








11, 12). It will be at this precise point, 
many careful Bible scholars believe, that 
the Lord Jesus will appear in glory and 
with his heavenly hosts to destroy those 
who persecute his people and who reject 
his grace and government. From an attack 
upon his people the demon-inspired nations 
will turn to fight against the Lord 
almighty. The annihilation of countless 
millions will mark the day of the “ven- 
geance of our God” and of “the wrath of 
the Lamb.” “And it shall come to pass 
at the same. time when Gog shall come 
against the land of Israel, saith the Lord 
God, that my fury shall come up in my 
face. . . . And I will plead against him 
with pestilence and with blood; and I will 
rain upon him, and upon his bands ... an 
overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, 
and brimstone” (Ezek. 38:18, 22). Thus 
the Church is to be saved and rewarded 
and the forces of evil overwhelmed by 
the coming again of Christ to earth. Then 
will the Lord of earth and Heaven, the 
King of kings, ascend the throne of earth, 
the throne of his father David at Jeru- 
salem. 


Creation’s Groaning Stilled 


With the defeat of Satan and his serv- 
ants the earth will enter upon a period of 
rest and peace. Cleansed from the stain 
of sin and sin’s pollution, and from the 
desolations of war, by the overwhelming 
power and presence of Christ, life on earth 
will be beautiful, attractive, sublime, and 
heavenly. The groaning creation, waiting 
for the manifestation of the sons of God, 
will be delivered from the curse and re- 
stored to its original and normal condi- 
tion. Hurricanes, earthquakes, and famines 
will be unknown. Pestilences will decimate 
no more. Germs and bacteria will perish 


in the antiseptic glory of the Sun of Right- 
eousness. The fertility of the earth will 
be increased. “The mountains shall drop 
down new wine, and the hills shall flow 
with milk. . . . The desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose, ... The ligr shall 
eat straw like the ox.” The adder shall 
lose its sting, and “the .. . child shall put 
his hand on the cockatrice’ den.” The rose 
shall lose its thorn, and fountains shall 
break forth in the wilderness. 

Mankind will be spiritually quickened. 
Idolatry shall cease, and every knee shall 
bow and every tongue confess that Christ 
is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
“And he will destroy in this mountain the 
face of the covering that covereth all peo- 
ples, and the veil that is spread over all 
nations.” The mind of man, darkened by 
sin, will be illuminated and inspired by 
contact with the mind of the Creator of 
all minds. The heart of man, deadened 
by lustful sin, will be purified and thrilled 
to new life and love by a new experience 
of the love of Christ. The will of man, 
degraded by sin, will be invigorated and 
strengthened for righteous choices by the 
infusion of strength from the will of God. 
“The eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstop- 
ped. Then shall the lame man leap as a 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall 
sing; ... and the ransomed of Jehovah 
shall return, and come with singing unto 
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads: they shall obtain gladness and 
joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away (lisa. 35: 5;°6;, 10): 


Beyond the Millennium 


Here it would be easy to pause with 
the glory and peace of the millennial bless- 
edness lingering in our thoughts; but the 
glory of his throne reaches far beyond the 
boundaries of earth. Beyond the thousand 
years are victories and conquests for our 
Lord both on earth and in Heaven. Scrip- 
ture tells of the consummation of the reign 
of Christ. “He must reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet.” Then 
at last, having reconciled all things in 
the earth and in the heavens, he delivers 
up “the kingdom to God, even the Father ; 
. . . that God may be all in all”. (1 Cor. 
15:24, 28). 

It would seem, with wars eliminated, 
with all evil rule and authority and power 
abolished by the power and presence of 
Christ, with every man sitting under his 
own vine and fig tree, with none to make 
him afraid, with the glory and peace and 
joy and blessing of Christ’s Kingdom ap- 
parent to every dweller on earth, that all 
would gladly submit to his rule and render 
glad worship to the Lord of grace and 
glory. But not so. 

There is an undercurrent of discontent 
and godlessness in the hearts of some dur- 
ing the millennium. Some will not be 


content even in an earth ruled in right- 
eousness by the Lord of all, because their 
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heart is not right with God. Therefore at 
the close of the thousand years we find 
Satan freed from his bonds and again de- 
ceiving the nations and leading them to 
war against Christ. When the angel from 
Heaven laid hold on the Devil and bound 
him a thousand years and cast him into 
the bottomless pit, it was distinctly stated 
“that he should deceive the nations no 
more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed 
a little season” (Rev. 20:3). “And when 
the thousand years are expired, Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison, and shall go 
out to deceive the nations which are in 
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle: 
the number of whom is as the sand of the 
sea. And they went up on the breadth of 
the earth, and compassed the camp of the 
saints about, and the beloved city: and fire 
came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them. And the devil that de- 
ceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented 
day and night for ever” (Rev. 20: 7-10). 

Here we have the final destruction of 
evil and perhaps of the possibility of evil. 
Before the great white throne of God the 
unrepentant dead, not the saints, are judged 
after the millennium, and cast forevereout 
of the presence of God and of his saints. 
And the people of God, looking on their 
judgment, and remembering the infinite 
mercy and longsuffering and grace of God 
through the ages, will unite in saying: 
“Lord God Almighty, true and righteous 
are thy judgments.” Thus all things in the 
earth and in the heavens are reconciled 
to God the Father through the sacrifice 
and the sovereignty of Christ. 

Looking down through the ages the apos- 
tle Paul saw the final and complete victory 
of Christ and wrote concerning the con- 
summation of his reign: “Then cometh the 
end, when he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when 
he shall have put down [abolished] all rule 
and all authority and power. . .. And 
when all things shall be subdued unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him that put all things under him, 


that God may be all in all” (1 Cor. 15: 
24, 28). 
“Having voluntarily assumed human 


nature in an eternal, indissoluble union; 
having identified himself with humanity’s 
sin and in the victory over sin and Satan, 
our Lord hands over the conquered and 
redeemed empire to God, the Eternal and 
Sovereign Ruler of all. The eternal union 
of the Son with the redeemed creation 
means the subjection of the Son with the 
creation to the ultimate government of 
God. .. . The Son is forever identified with 
his ransomed creation, in union with it, 
and so is an eternal King. Yet he will 
hand over that kingdom, together with him- 
self as Head of it, to God himself.” (G. 
Campbell Morgan, in “The Christian Em- 
prise.” ) 

Linked up with the problem of peace on 
earth is every vital doctrine of the Christian 
Church. If men, ignoring God and deny- 
ing the need of supernatural power and of 
a supernatural Person, by themselves can 
inaugurate an enduring peace and establish 
righteous governments on earth; if men 
are “evolving” (upward) at a rapid rate 
and have no need of the regenerating in- 
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fluence of the Holy Spirit to recreate 
and transform so that they may be able 
to see, much less to establish, the Kingdom 
of God; if the day has arrived when we 
can take our police from our streets and 
disarm and beat our swords into plow- 
shares, then Scripture is worthless and 
untrue, Christ’s mission was a failure, his 
death unnecessary, and all prophecy con- 
cerning the future is a myth. If men, 
apart from the glorious appearing of Christ 
to judge the world, can establish justice 
in the earth; if the Bible is not true in 
its statements concerning Satan and his 
continued and terrible influence among men, 
then all the blessed, holy influences of the 
Christian faith among men, all the purify- 
ing, sweetening influences which make glad 
the people of Christian faith, are but sweet 
waters forever flowing from bitter foun- 
tains, the blessed harvests of innumerable 
lies. 

But the Word is true. Men need the 
redeeming blood of Christ. They need the 
regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit. 
They need now the presence of the King 
in person and in power. The world is not 
safe apart from him and the restraining 
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influences of the Holy Spirit. The kings‘ 
and dictators of earth are powerless be- 
fore the floods of evil and the tides of 
sin. There is but one King capable of 
meeting the “murderer from the beginning” 
and his accompanying “principalities and 
powers” of darkness. That King is com- 
ing. Satan knows his own time is short. 
Therefore the unprecedented chaos and 
revolution in the world today. 

But the same Bible which tells of wars 
and rumors of wars, which paints human 
life in pictures dark and dismal and full of 
terrors, just.as we see it today, also tells 
in language simple and unmistakable of 
the future, complete triumph and glorious 
victory of Christ and his people over sin 
and sin’s originator. This world is yet 
to be redeemed and purified and saved and 
cleansed from all the pollution and from 
all trace of war’s desolation. But it will 
be only when Christ “shall judge among 
the nations” that they shall “learn war” no 
more. The Church hastens that glorious 
day by every sincere prayer offered, by 
every sinner saved, by every soul won to 
living faith in Jesus Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA, 








Editor of the Times 








How Dr. Banks Went After Opportunities 


Memories of a former Associate 


By Ethel Laros 














tunity can come right in without 

knocking. If you are afraid he 
may pass you by, set a snare for him on 
the sidewalk. If he doesn’t come along 
promptly, go out and look for him with 
a pair of field glasses.” This was the 
substance of some advice given by the 
late Howard A. Banks, Litt.D., as he told 
how he stalked opportunity when he tried 
to get a position with a newspaper. 

“My father and grandfather were min- 
isters, and had my father lived to direct 
my young footsteps, I probably would have 
been a D.D., instead of a Litt.D.,” he said. 
“I discovered my ‘bent’ for journalism in 
college, and this kept me from being a 
square peg in a round hole, a condition 
to be avoided as you would a pit by the 
roadside, 

“After having been graduated from 
Davidson College (North Carolina), I tried 
to get 2 position with a newspaper, but 
instead of being welcomed with open arms, 
as I in my youthful enthusiasm expected, 
I was told there were no openings. So I 
taught country school for a time, all the 
while keeping my senses alert for «he 
coveted opportunity. Then one day a bear 
escaped from a traveling menagerie. The 
countryside turned out en masse to capture 
Bruin, myself included. But my pursuit 
was not actuated by the motive that 
prompted others. I was stalking oppor- 
tunity. 

“Then I wrote the story of the hunt in 
the form of a prose parody on ‘The Chase,’ 
the first canto of ‘The Lady of the Lake.’ 
I sent it to the editor of the most pro- 
gressive newspaper in the largest city in 
the state, together with a letter applying 
for a position. A few days later I re-. 


66 es your door open so that oppor- 


ceived a letter from the editor, asking me 
to call for an interview. 

“Speeding toward the city, my heart 
seemed to keep time with the great driving 
wheels of the engine. I tried to visualize 
the interview, and rehearsed my speech over 
and over again. Then there came a grind- 
ing of brakes and a sickening thud that 
sidetracked my train of thought. The other 
train stood still also. ‘I'll be late for my 
appointment,’ I said to myself, ‘and that 
will ruin my chance to get on the paper.’ 
My mental train soon was back on the 
track and functioning properly, I realized 
that if I were to be a reporter, I should 
find out what the trouble was, and so I 
assumed the role of reporter, although I 
was fairly shaking in my boots. 

“What's the matter?’ I asked the con- 
ductor, timidly. 

“We'll get started in a few minutes,’ 
was all the information I could get from 
him. 

“T tried a brakeman. 
asked. 

“Oh, nothing much. We'll be all fixed 
up in a few minutes.’ 

“That wasn’t very satisfactory. So, when 
I found I could not get any information 
from the crew, I made friends with the 
newsie, and learned the cause of the de- 
lay,” Dr. Banks continued. 

“Even though my courage was supported 
somewhat by the knowledge that I had the 
story of the trouble, I approached the 
editor with a sinking heart. I was late. 

“Your train was late?’ the editor said 
gruffly. 

“Yes, sir. There was a—’ 

(Concluded on page 398) 


‘What’s wrong?’ I 
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How the money came in, and what was 
put into the corner stone 


Building the Metropolitan Tabernacle for Spurgeon | 
By W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. 


| 














S THE New Park Street Chapel, 
A London, was practically useless on 

account of its small size for such a 
ministry as Spurgeon’s now was, and as it 
was neither desirable nor possible to continue 
such a work in hired buildings, it became 
necessary to consider the building of an 
adequate home for so great a congregation. 
In pursuance of such a project a building 
committee was appointed in June, 1856, and 
a public meeting was held in the following 
September. A fund was opened, and, for 
the next two years and more, the monthly 
gifts exceeded £348. The site chosen was 
at Newington, just opposite the “Elephant 
and Castle,” which was then an old coach- 
ing station. The property belonged to the 
Fishmongers’ Company, and there had stood 
on it for nearly two hundred and forty 
years St. Peter’s Hospital, which really 
consisted of aimshouses. 


Where Three Men Were Martyred 

Three centuries before, the neighbor- 
hood had witnessed the martyrdom of some 
Baptists for their faith, and a record dated 
1546 tells how “three men were condemned 
as Anabaptists and brente [burned] in the 
highway beyond Southwark towards New- 
ington.” This, then, was an eminently 
suitable site for such a testimony as Mr. 
Spurgeon was to give. On August 16, 
1859, in the presence of some three thou- 
sand persons, the foundation stone was laid 
by Sir Samuel Morton Peto, M.P. Under 
the stone was placed a Bible, the Baptist 
Confession of Faith, a copy of Dr. Rip- 
pon’s Hymn Book, a declaration of the 
deacons, and a program of that day’s pro- 
ceedings. 

A meeting the same evening was pre- 
sided over by the Lord Mayor of,London, 
and the gifts of the day amounted to about 
£5,000. The original estimate of cost was 
£12,000, but the ultimate figure was £31,- 
332.4.10, all of which was in hand when the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle was opened on 
March 18, 1861, and this great sum was 
contributed by people of almost every de- 
nomination and in every part of the world. 

The building was opened with a prayer 
meeting at seven o'clock that Monday 
morning, which over a thousand people 
attended. On Monday afternoon, March 
25, Mr. Spurgeon preached his first sermon 
in the Tabernacle, the text being Acts 5: 
42: “And daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ”; and the text of his first 
Sunday sermon was 2 Chronicles 5: 13, 
14; 7: 1-3. For a whole month the inau- 
gural services were. held, and throughout 
the utmost enthusiasm prevailed. Contem- 
plate the spectacle of a building with 5,500 
sittings, and capable of accommodating 
6,000 persons, the largest church in the cap- 
ital city of the Empire, whose minister was 
only twenty-seven years of age, and then 
say if there is any parallel to such an en- 
terprise in the history of the Christian 
Church! Such a daring adventure had its 
springs in a sublime faith in God and a 


When Spurgeon was only twenty-two 
he was attracting such large audiences 
that his congregation appointed a com- 
mittee to consider a new building. A 
little over three years later the foun- 
dations were laid, and in five years 
the Tabernacle was complete. One 
thousand people attended a prayer 
meeting at seven in the morning the 
day it was opened. These are only a 
few of the interesting facts concerning 
Spurgeon’s unique ministry that Dr. 
Scroggie gives in this third article of 

is series, which will be continued in 

next week’s issue. 








strong confidence in the gifts and grace of 
the young preacher, and both were abun- 
dantly justified. From the year in which 
the Tabernacle was opened, 1861, to 1891, 
thirty years, Mr. Spurgeon received into 
church membership 13,179 persons, or an 
average per year of 438, and, it has been 
estimated, he must have preached to con- 
gregations totaling fully twenty millions of 
people. Dr. J. C. Carlile says that at the 
time of his passing “the roll call contained 
5,311 names, and there were 22 mission sta- 
tions, 27 Sunday and Ragged Schools with 
312 teachers, 8,034 scholars, and in the vari- 
ous halls used for public services accommo- 
dation for nearly 4,000 worshipers”; yet he 
was not fifty-eight years of age when he 
died ! 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon passed away 
at Mentone, on Sunday night, January 31, 
1892, about eleven o’clock, only his wife 
and a few friends being present; and in 
a few hours the news went round the world. 
As, on Monday morning, London’s mil- 
lions hurried to their tasks, there met their 
eyes at every turn the placard announce- 
ments, “Spurgeon Dead,” and perhaps never 
did so many people turn to the day’s work 
with tearful hearts. The telegraph wires 
at Mentone were blocked with messages 
of condolence and sympathy from all parts 
of the world, and from every rank of so- 
ciety and every variety of creed, from 
the then Prince and Princess of Wales 
downward, A great man had passed away, 
and both Church and world knew it. Ina 
simple olive casket the body was brought 
to England, and buried in Norwood Cem- 
etery four days later. 


All London Mourns 


During the waiting time the coffin was 
placed in the Tabernacle, and on it lay the 
pulpit Bible which the great preacher had 
used, open at Isaiah 45:22, the text which 
was the means of his conversion. It is 
estimated that 60,000 persons passed 
through the Tabernacle while the body 
lay there, and to each one was given a 
copy of a sermon by Mr. Spurgeon on 
“God’s Will about the Future,” which 
was published the previous week. 

In the Memorial Services there took 
part such outstanding ministers and lay- 
men as Dr. Alexander Maclaren, Dr. 
Monro Gibson; Dr. Heber Evans, Dr. T. B. 


Stephenson, Dr. F. B. Meyer, Dr. A. T. 
Pierson, Sir George Williams, and Ira 
D. Sankey. Mr. Sankey sang “Sleep on, 
beloved,” and “Only remembered: by what 
I had done.” It is surely true to, say that, 
except for Royalty, London has never seen 
such a funeral. From the Tabernacle to 
Norwood, shops and even _ public-houses 
were closed, flags were at half-mast, church 
bells tolled, and hundreds of thousands of 
people lined the way. Over forty car- 
riages were preceded by Mr. Spurgeon’s 
empty brougham. 

The burial service was conducted by 
Pastor Archibald Brown of the East Lon- 
don Tabernacle, who paid an eloquent and 
moving tribute and farewell to his friend 
and chief. He said: 


Removed to a New Tabernacle 


“Beloved President, faithful Pastor, 
Prince of Preachers, Brother beloved, dear 
Spurgeon! we bid thee not ‘Farewell,’ but 
only for a little while, ‘Good-night.’? Thou 
shalt rise soon at the first dawn of the 
Resurrection day of the redeemed. Yet 
is not the good-night ours to bid, but 
thine; it is we who linger in the dark- 
ness; thou art in God’s holy light. Our 
night shall soon be passed, and with it 
all our weeping. Then, with thine, our 
songs shall greet the morning of a day 
that knows neither cloud nor close; for 
there is no night there. 

“Hard worker in the field! thy toil is 
ended. Straight has been the furrow thou 
hast plowed. No looking back has mar- 
red thy course. Harvests have followed 
thy patient sowing, and Heaven is already 
rich with thine ingathered sheaves, and 
shall be still enriched through years yet 
lying in eternity. 

“Champion of God! thy battle long and 
nobly fought is over; the sword which 
clave to thy hand has dropped at last; a 
palm branch takes its place. No longer 
does the helmet press thy brow, oft weary 
with its surging thoughts of battle; a 
victor’s wreath from the great Comman- 
der’s hand has already proved thy full 
reward, 

“Here for a little while shall rest thy 
precious dust. Then shall thy Well-Be- 
loved come; and at his voice thou shalt 
spring from thy couch of earth, fashioned 
like unto his body, unto glory. Then spirit, 
soul, and body shall magnify thy Lord’s 
redemption. Until then, beloved, sleep. We 
praise God for thee, and by the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, hope and ex- 
pect to praise God with thee. Amen.” 


“Spurgeon was not a mountain among 
hills,” says Dr. Scroggie in his next 
article, “but an Everest in a Hima- 
layan range of mountains.” It is amaz- 
ing to read the names of the great in 
every field who were his contempo- 
raries, Dr. Scroggie will tell of these 
famous men in his next article, “The 
Contemporaries of Spurgeon.” 
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How to Kill a Sunday School 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


FIELD worker, after making a tour 

of a certain state and observing the 
conduct of some schools that were visited, 
compiled a list of things that would be 
sure to kill any school, 


1. Run your school as a “quarterly,” 
or lesson help, school rather than a Bible 
school. That is, keep the Bible out of it. 
Use your denominational or other litera- 
ture, but never have a Bible in evidence. 


2. Never start on scheduled time. Al- 
ways be late in starting. And then when 
you do call the school to order, apologize 
or scold for the lateness of the hour. 


3. Forget all about the school between 
Sundays. Never plan a program ahead. 
Always start out by asking “What shall 
we sing?” Never, never prepare a pro- 
gram with songs appropriate to the les- 
son. Give one hour a week to the school, 
no more, and brag because you give no 
less. 


4. Never attempt to have a monthly meet- 
ing for teachers and workers —too much 
trouble, and besides they won’t come! Once 
or twice a year will be often enough to 
have a teachers’ meeting, and be sure to 
have not a single interesting or helpful 
number on the program. Indeed, have no 
prepared program, just announce the meet- 
ing and let it go at that. 


5. Take up as many “collections” as you 
feel the community can stand, but use the 
money for your own local work. Never 
under any circumstances plan to include 
others in your benevolences. Why send 
money to the heathen far away when your 
own school needs so much? 


6. Ask just anybody to serve as teacher, 
Make no attempt to fit the teacher to the 
class, and never inquire as to the spiritual 
fitness or teaching ability of those who 
agree to “take a class.” 


7. When a teacher is absent be sure to 
put her class in with some other group, 
Never try to arrange for prepared substi- 
tutes. Of course, if the teacher is any 
good, it won’t interfere with her lesson 
plan to have a class of some other age 
group sit in for the day. And if the teacher 
does not complain it means that she likes 
the extra pupils! 


8. Never change the order of service. 
Try to keep it always the same so that 
the scholars will know what you are do- 
ing even though they are absent for the 
day. It is bad policy to provide surprise 
numbers on the program— it might make 
the pupils more interested and attentive. 


9. Because Mrs. Brown has arranged the 
Christmas exercises for thirty-eight years, 
be sure and have her continue to do so. 
It makes interesting history, and she likes 
to use the same things year after year. 
And Mrs. Jones has had such lovely pro- 
grams on Children’s Day for so many years 
that it would be a shame to ask anyone 
else to serve. Never appoint any new 
person to take charge of a special day 
service. Just stick to the old, well-known 
exercise, 


10. People come to Sunday school to 
learn, therefore do nothing to make’ the 
surroundings attractive or to inspire wor- 
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ship. Keep the desk cluttered with quar- 
terlies, backless hymnals, and papers. Never 
put a flower on the pulpit, or hang a flag 
or picture on the walls. Never do a thing 
to make the place pleasant; just keep it 
homelike and bare. 

Follow any or all of these ten prescrip- 
tions, and your school will be killed. 


CoraL GABLES, FLA. 
we 


How Dr. Banks Went After 
Opportunities 
(Cencluded from page 396) 


“*Sit down there at the typewriter, and 
let me have a stickful about it,’ the editor 
commanded.” 

Seated at the machine, Dr. Banks said 
that he typed a few lines, then glanced 
toward the editor, and slipped the paper 
out of the machine and inserted a new 
sheet. This operation was repeated several 
times. Finally the story was handed to 
the editor. Jam, down on the copy hook 
it went, and the interview began. Young 
Banks landed the job. 

Few writers are content with only a 
local reputation. And so, like Alexander 
the Great longing for more worlds to con- 
quer, Howard Alexander Banks began to 
wish to extend his horizon to the borders 
of the Tar Heel State at least. When this 
opportunity came, he grasped it with char- 
acteristic thoroughness. He was assigned 
to accompany the funeral train of Senator 
Vance from the state line to Asheville, 
Having a special gift of description, he 
told in the word pictures of a true artist 
of the life of “the greatest war governor 
in the South, and the greatest statesman 
North Carolina had produced up to that 
time.” He graphically described the funeral 
train with its wealth of floral tributes, the 
tolling of bells in the cities and towns 
through which the train passed, the moun- 
taineers huddled together in little groups 
here and there along the way, and the 
sun slowly sinking behind the Carolina 
hills. Not a detail was overlooked. And 
so, Howard Banks won recognition through 
the state of North Carolina for the best 
write-up of the life and funeral of Senator 
Vance, 

“Beyond the Alps lies Italy.’ And be- 
yond North Carolina lies an almost irre- 
sistible magnet for young journalists, the 
big city. Dr. Banks’ ambition began to 
push back the horizon until Philadelphia 
was included in his vision. With that 
persistence which he had found to be such 
an effective ally, he bombarded the news- 
papers of the Quaker City with applica- 
tions. Two calls resulted, ard they came 
to him at the same time. One offered a 
“desk” job, but he declined it in favor of 
an “outside” job in order to acquire the 
experience necessary to “round out” his 
own career as a journalist. Thus he be- 
came a reporter on the Philadelphia 
Record. 

The young “cub” reporter was assigned 
to all the religious meetings, ministers’ 
conventions, missionary gatherings, and the 
like. Was he discouraged or disgruntled 
because he was given what the “boys” 
considered the most undesirable assign- 
ments? Not a bit of it! He studied to 
learn who was who and what was what 
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in the religious world, and was able to 
ferret out real news. He did so well that 
the city editor said to him one day: “You 
are making me print more of this religious 
news than any man we ever had.” 

Then one day came the big opportunity. 
Vacation time. The star reporter off duty. 
A big coal strike in the anthracite regions. 
Theodore Roosevelt, John Weaver, John 
Mitchell, and Cardinal Gibbons were to 
be in Wilkes-Barre; and the Philadelphia 
Record had no one to cover the story but 
Banks. In the great throng of 130,000 
people that had assembled to listen to 
the speeches, a woman fainted. Strong 
arms raised her high above the heads of 
the people, and carried her out of the 
crowd. She was dressed in white, and to 
the imagination of the young reporter she 
typified a votive offering to the demon of 
panic. This thought was woven into his 
story, and, to his surprise and delight, it 
appeared on the front page of the ‘paper. 
The state news editor told him that it 
was the best article published about that 
great meeting. “No more one-horse assign- 
ments for me after that,’ Dr. Banks com- 
mented with a smile, when telling of this 
experience, 

“Never allow anyone or anything to 
deprive you of your independence of 
thought,” Dr. Banks counseled, adding: 
“Though I always was careful to consider 
the policy of the paper on which I was 


working, when I had a paper of my own 


I put forth my own convictions.” So, 
when the Hon. Josephus Daniels, Secretary 
of the Navy under President Wilson, was 
looking for a secretary, he selected How- 
ard Banks because his views coincided with 
those of the party into whose hands the 
reins of government had been placed. He 
was attracted to. Dr. Banks and his paper, 
The Hickory (N. C.) Democrat, by the 
brilliant editorials. 

At the close of the World War, Sec- 
retary Daniels offered Dr. Banks the edi- 
torship of the annals of the American Navy 
in the War, but by this time he was in 
Christian journalism, and, as he felt this 
to be his special work, he declined the 
offer. 

By the time he had reached middle 
age, Dr. Banks had risen from reporter on 
the Charlotte (N. C.) Observer to the 
editorship of his own paper, The Hickory 
Democrat; then to a responsible position 
with the United States government; then 
to be associate editor of THE SuNnpbDay 
ScHoot Times, and finally to be editor of 
a magazine of his own, Christ Life, which 
he launched in 1925. 

Although his magazine occupied a great 
deal of his time, Dr. Banks found time to 
write editorials and articles for other re- 
ligious publications, and to serve as a 
director of the Africa Inland Mission, 
North East India General Mission, Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, Scripture Gift 
Mission, and Christian Laymen’s Associa- 
tion, and he also took an active interest 
in the church of which he was a member. 

One of Dr. Banks’ outstanding charac- 
teristics was thoroughness in everything 
he did, whether it was working in his 
garden among cabbages and hollyhocks, or 
writing an editorial. But the key that un- 
locked the doors of opportunity may be 
found in his own words: “Don’t ever be 
satisfied unless you are doing your’ best.” 

Easton, Pa. 
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LESSON 1. JULY 1. 








AHIJAH AND THE DIVIDED KINGDOM 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 11:26 to 14:31; printed text: 1 Kings 11: 29-39 
Golden Text.—Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.—Prov. 16:18 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Kings 11 : 29-39 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Kings 11: 29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam 
went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found 
him in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and 
they two were alone in the field: 

30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and 
rent it in twelve pieces: 

31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, Behold, I wili rend the kingdom out 
of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 

32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David’s sake, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out of all 
the tribes of Israel :) f 

33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped 
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the 
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have 
not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and 
to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father. 

34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand: 
but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my 
servant’s sake, whom I chose, because he kept my commandments 
and my statutes: ‘ ; 

35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand, and will 
give it unto thee, even ten tribes. f : 

36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant 
may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I 
have chosen me to put my name there. ; : 

37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all 
that thy soul desireth, and shalt be a king over Israel. 

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I com- 
mand thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in my 
sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my 
servant did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, 
as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. 

39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. 


% % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Kings 11: 29 And it came to pass at that time, when Jeroboam 
went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found 
him in the way; now Ahijah had clad himself with a new garment; 
and they two were alone in the field. 30 And Ahijah laid hold of 
the new garment that was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces. 
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces; for thus saith 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kiggiom out 
of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee 32 (but 
he shall have one tribe, for my servant David’s sake and for Jeru- 
salem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel) ; 33 because that they have forsaken me, and have wor- 
shipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god 
of Moab, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon; and they 
have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, 
and to keep my statutes and mine ordinances, as did David his 
father. 34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his 
hand; but I will make him prince all the days of his life, for 
David my servant’s sake whom I chose, ‘who kept my command- 
ments and my statutes; 35 but I will take the kingdom out of his 
son’s hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes. 36 And unto 
his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a 
lamp alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen 
me to put my name there. 37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt 
reign * according to all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over 
Israel. 38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that which is 
right in mine eyes, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as 
David my servant did; that I will be with thee, and will build thee 
a sure house, as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. 
39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. 

1Or, because he kept. *Or, over all. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by. International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


WUST a year ago the Sunday schools of 
J the world studied, as part of the adniir- 

able five-year cycle of Improved Uni- 
form Lessons for 1932-1936, “Some Early 
Leaders of Israel: Joshua to Solomon.” 
We now go back to Solomon and study 
some of the early prophets and kings of 
Israel from Ahijah to Isaiah, covering 
practically the period of the Divided King- 
dom, to the captivity of the ten tribes, 
about 210 years. We turn from the study 
of the earthly life of the One who was 
“greater than Solomon.” Israel reached its 
height of past glory with Solomon’s reign, 
a foreshadowing of the glory of the Mes- 
sianic reign of “David’s greater Son.” In 
that earthly glory of Solomon’s reign there 
lay the seeds of the destruction and decay 
and disaster that followed Solomon. On 
the other hand, out of the shame and appar- 
ent defeat of the cross, came the glory of 
the resurrection and Messiah’s triumph, a 
glory that shall increase until he reigns 
over all the kingdoms of the earth. Let 
us study “from Ahijah to Isaiah” with the 
realization that we are watching God’s 
majestic moving in preparation for the first 
coming of Christ, and are looking forward 
also to his second coming and the establish- 
ing of the glorious Kingdom. 


The Historical Setting 

The dates assigned by chronologers for 
the death of Solomon and the beginning of 
Rehoboam’s reign vary from 982 B. C. to 
880 B. C. Till there is further light we 
may use Ussher’s date 975 B. C. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 11: 29.—It came to pass at that 
time. Read verses 23 to 28. When Jero- 
boam went out of Jerusalem. Jeroboam 
belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, and be- 
cause of his industry and ability to lead 
men Solomon put him in charge over the 
workmen of the house of Joseph who were 
repairing the walls and fortifications of Je- 
rusalem. The prophet Ahijah the Shilonite. 
He was a native of Shiloh, where the 
tabernacle and the ark had been placed 
by Joshua (Josh, 18:1; 1 Sam. 4:3). 
The prophets became the great spiritual 
leaders of Israel upon the failure of the 
kings and the priests. Ahijah later appears, 
in his old age, pronouncing judgment upon 
Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:1-8). He wrote a 
“prophecy,” recording events of Solomon’s 
day (2 Chron. 9:29). Found him in the 
way. Such a revelation would more safely 
be made outside of Jerusalem. 

Verse 30.—Ahijah caught the new gar- 
ment ... rent it in twelve pieces. The 
prophets constantly gave their revelations 
through symbolic acts to illustrate the 
message (1 Kings 22:11; Jer. 19: 1-13; 
Ezek, 12: 1-20). 

Verse 31.—I will rend the kingdom 
out of the hand of Solomon. That is, his 
descendants will not have the united king- 


dom over which he ruled. Will give ten 
tribes to thee. Not including the tribe 
of Levi, which was reckoned separately 
from the twelve (Deut. 18:1, 2; 2 Chron. 
10s 33; 14); 


Verse 32.—But he shall have one tribe. 
The two tribes, Judah and Benjamin, are 
spoken of as one, as indicated by the two 
pieces of the garment remaining. Judah 
was the dominant tribe, and they were so 
united as to be reckoned as one, by a figure 
frequently used in Scripture. For my serv- 
ant David's sake. An unconditional prom- 
ise had been given to David (2 Sam. 7: 
12-17), and man’s sin could not hinder the 
purpose of God to make David’s throne 
sure, 


Verse 33.—They have forsaken me. The 
people had followed Solomon in his idol- 
atry (1 Kings 11:5-7). Have worship- 
ped Ashtoreth. Or Astarte, the moon 
goddess of the Zidonians, associated with 
Baal, the sun god (Judg. 2:13; 6:30; 1 
Kings 16: 32, 33, R. V.), probably intro- 
duced into Israel through one of Solo- 
mon’s heathen wives. Chemosh the god of 
the Moabites. Worshiped with cruel rites 
(2 Kings 3: 27), allied with Molech (Judg. 
11:24; Num. 21: 29; Jer. 48:46). He is 
mentioned on the famous Moabite stone. 
Milcom ... of Ammon. Another name 
for Molech or Moloch, whose worship was 
notorious for the burning of children (vs. 
§ 107+ Jer. 32° 48° 40; 1,9. &. V.; 1 Chron, 
2032; Ley. 18: 21? 20: 1-5). 


Verse 34.—For David my servant’s sake. 
How sstartling is this example of- God’s 
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dealing: Solomon is blessed for his father’s 
righteousness, and Solomon’s son suffers 
for his father’s wickedness. Yet Reho- 
boam suffered for his own sin. 


Verse 35.—/ will take the kingdom out 
of his son’s hand. This part of the proph- 
ecy should have led Jeroboam to wait 
patiently for God’s time, which he evi- 
dently did not (v. 40) ; the tradition is that 
he collected chariots, sought the honors 
of royalty, and stirred the house of Joseph 
against Solomon. 


Verse 36.—That David my servant may 
have a light alway before me in Jerusalem. 
The light, or “lamp,” is a symbol of a 
permanent habitation (Psa. 132:17; 18: 
28; 1 Kings 15:4; 2 Kings 8:19; Prov. 
13:9). 

Verse 38.—If thou wilt hearken ... I 
will be with thee, and build thee a sure 
house, as I built for David. What a trag- 
edy for Jeroboam that he heard the proph- 
ecy of his exaltation, and paid no attention 
to the warning and the glorious promise 
that accompanied it. Compare the solemn 
promise and warnings to Solomon (1 Kings 
9: 1-9). Jeroboam’s hcuse was cut off in 
the second generation (14:10, 11; 15: 25- 
30). 

Verse 39.—But not for ever. The pun- 
ishment of the house of David was tem- 
porary, according to the prophecy of Gen- 
esis 49: 10. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


To discover the principles of true leader- 
ship is the aim suggested by the Lesson 
Committee for this quarter’s study of Is- 
rael’s leaders. The first secret of leader- 
ship of men is to follow God. Jehosha- 


phat challenged Judah on the eve of their 


great victory over a powerful enemy with 
words that sum up the appeal of this 
lesson, and reveal the reason for the down- 
fall of Solomon, and of Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam: “Believe in the Lord your God, 
so shall ye be established; believe his 
prophets, so shall ye prosper” (2 Chron. 
20:20). Solomon’s pride went before his 
fall. And Rehoboam and Jeroboam fol- 
lowed him both in the pride and the fall. 
But back of the pride was unbelief. Solo- 
mon turned to idols, and that let in a flood 
of evils. Jeroboam, made king because of 
this sin of Solomon’s, made king by God’s 
prophecy and power and promise of a sure 
house, deliberately turned to his own way 
of establishing himself, and became the 
pre-eminent sinner of all Israel. Are we 
following Jeroboam’s folly? We have a 
choice between two epitaphs: Jeroboam 
who “made Israel to sin’ and David, who 
“did that which was right in the eyes 
of the Lord.” We are either leading men 
to sin, or we are an example pointing them 
to righteousness, according to whether we 
follow God or not. 


Lesson Outlines 
Gon’s Goopness — Man’s FAILure 


1. Solomon’s glory, disobedience, and 
downfall (1 Kings 11: 1-14, 23-27). 

2. Jeroboam’s exaltation and promise 
of a sure house (11: 28-43). 

3. Rehoboam’s folly and the divided 
kingdom (12: 1-24). 

4. Jeroboam forsakes God and follows 


his own way to destruction (12:25 to 


1a? SY). 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 1.—Ahijah and 2 Divided King- 
GONE foc csccccccces 1 Kings 11: 26 to 14:31 
2. July 8.—Asa Relies on God. 
2 Chronicles 14 to 16 
3. July 15.—God Cares for Elijah. 
1 Kings 17 : 1-24; 19: 1-8 
4. July 22.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice. 
1 Kings 19 : 9-21 
. July 29.—Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
1 Kings 22 
August 5.—Elisha Helps the Needy. 
2 Kings 4: 1-44 
. August 12.--Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
8 August 19.—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence (Temperance Lesson). 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
. August 26.—Hosea reaches God’s 
OVE oc scewevctedciosevecenss Hosea 6, 11, 14 
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A STANDING or FALitinc NaTIon 


1. Sins that destroyed Israel: riches, 
pride, idolatry, lust, oppression of poor, 
forsaking the true God. 


2. Righteousness that exalted Israel: 
separation from heathen, justice to poor, 
honoring God’s worship, God’s prophets, 
and God’s Word. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Threefold Meaning. It is exceed- 
ingly important in studying the Old Tes- 
tament . narratives to remember that we 
are studying God’s Word, and that it is 
not a mere history of Israel but a history 
of God’s plan of redemption. Let us keep 
constantly before us the threefold message 
or meaning in all the records: 

1. God’s personal dealing with his peo- 
ple, in their own time. God dealt with 
Solomon, Rehoboam, Jeroboam, and all His 
people in those days so that each individual, 
and the nation as a whole, might get the 
very most out of life. But these historical 
events have a far-reaching meaning beyond 
their own day. 


2. God’s working out of the purpose and 
plan of redemption. Step by step, through 
all the sinning and repenting, through the 
sovereignty of God and the free choice of 
men, the historical events prepare the way 
for Christ, both for his first and second 
coming, and the establishing of the King- 
dom of God on earth. 


3. God’s use of these events as types and 
foreshadowings of things to come. Each 
true prophet is a type of him who is to 
be the Prophet. Christ, God’s perfect King, 
is foreshadowed in each true king of Is- 
rael, though their sins and weaknesses are 
in contrast to him. 


Prophecy in the History. Christ, the 
Son of David, in his present Lordship over 
his people, is fulfilling some of the prom- 
ises made to Israel in a far more glorious 
way than David could have conceived 
(Rom, 9:6, 23-26; 11:7; 1 Pet. 2:0, 10; 
2 Cor. 6:16). But all prophecy will be 
in confusion unless we recognize that this 
present fulfillment is but a foreshadowing 
of the glorious future when Israel as a 
nation receives her Messiah at his second 
coming just as definitely as she rejected 
him at his first coming (Rom. 11:11, 12, 
15, 25-32; Luke 19:11; Acts 1:7). 

Capital and Labor. Jeroboam was a 


construction foreman, and he became a 
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labor leader to represent the oppressed, 


people. The counsel of the old men to 
Rehoboam suggests how labor disputes may 
be solved, and the counsel of the young 
men suggests the principles leading to 
disaster. 

Israel’s Idolatry. Study and compare the 
idolatry of Solomon, Rehoboam, and Jero- 
boam, — the reasons for it, the way it ex- 
pressed itself, the other sins that resulted 
(1 Kings 11: 1-11; 12: 26-33; 13:33, 343; 


. 14: 7-16, 22-24). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Listen to God’s Word! How clearly 
God’s prophets spoke to those kings! How 
patient and gracious was God in his prom- 
ises and his warnings! How faithfully 
was the Word executed! We have God’s 
complete Word, and it should govern our 
private and public life. 

Aim for union and avoid division in 
God’s work. The causes of the division 
of Israel operate today to bring divisions 
in home, church, and nation: lust, covet- 
ousness, pride, dogmatism, harshness, asa 
atry, unbelief, self-will. 


Let young people seek and follow the 
counsel of older people, who are wise. 
Young people who grow up with you do 
not always give good advice. 

Rulers and employers should serve their 
people, not exploit them, There would be 
no strikes if employers treated their work- 
ers with Christian kindness (1 Kings 
12°). 

Beware of modern idolatry —our own 
way in religion. Modernism is idolatry. 
It rejects the Word of God about salva- 
tion and worship, and follows its own vain 
reasonings, just as Jeroboam appointed his 
own priests, set his own time for the feasts, 
chose his own cities, and set up his idols. 

Beware of an accommodated worship 
and service. Jeroboam told the people it 
was “too much” for them to go to Jeru- 
salem. So we accommodate our service 
to God to our own comfort, pleasure, covet- 
ousness, love of ease, ambitions, and what- 
not! But God is not mocked with half- 
hearted worship. Nothing is “too much” 
for one who loves Christ! 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


God gives kingdoms — men throw them 
away! 

He who begins the good work will com- 
plete it: Jeroboam should have known that 
the God who gave the kingdom could estab- 
lish him in it. 

We have a choice between saying: “Have 
thine own way,” and “I have my own 
way.” Will we make Jeroboam’s choice? 

All who forsake the true God are wor- 
shiping false gods. 

Idolatry has ever been the mother of 
immorality; Modernism, one of the worst 
of all forms of idolatry, will be no ex- 
ception. 


False missionary leaders have been urg- 
ing Christians to sit down at the same table 
with the gods of the heathen, “sharing” 
with them; this is not what God said 
about the gods that Solomon worshiped. 

Employees are not “hands” to do so much 
work and receive so much wages, but 
souls for which the employer must give 
account to God. 


Cotumpria, S. C. 
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Lesson for July 1 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


For Grandfather’s Sake:—He shall have 
one tribe for my servant David’s sake, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake (1 Kings 11:32). 
After spending some delightful months 
in studies in the New Testament we swing 
back to where we left the fine Jewish 
nation broken in two by the fool son who 
had no religious father David for a good 
starter. By the way, let it be said right 
here, to those who criticize this “jumping 
from one Testament to the other” in the 
lesson program, that anyone can find fault. 
Doesn’t take any brains for that. If there 
are any constructive suggestions, the Les- 
son Committee, I am sure, will gladly wel- 
come them, 

In all my Sunday school years I have 
examined many other lesson courses. Not 
one has been any improvement on the In- 
ternational Lessons. I have noticed this 
most significant fact: Where you find a 
big, live, peppy Adult Bible class of any 
long continuance, the teacher almost al- 
ways uses the International Lessons. Why? 
Because there are so many suggestive helps 
easy. of access, including THE SuNpDAyY 
ScHoo. Times, and—hem!—the Busy 
Men’s Corner! Now let’s get on with the 
lesson. 

Notice that “for my servant David's 
sake.’ There is many a fellow most of 
us know who, while having “no use for 
old gran’dad’s religion,” is himself the “one 
little tribe’ he happens to have entirely 





“EVERY MOUNTAIN---SHALL BE MADE LOW.” 
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for that godly grandfather “David’s sake” 
(Rom, 11: 28). 

I had a gentleman to dinner one night. 
We have our family worship after the table 
is cleared and the maid places the Bible 
before me at the head of the table. As 
we arose from our knees we noted tears 
in the eyes of our guest. Said he, “My 
dear old grandfather used to do that.” But 
grandfather’s son, my friend’s father, did 
not “do that.” It was a new experience. 
Godly father, do not be cast down and dis- 
couraged by your children’s Solomon-like 
let down. You may be saving “one tribe” 
for your grandchild and the family line — 
and keeping them from “moving across the 
railroad tracks.” 


The Forsakers.— Because that they have 
forsaken me, ... and have not walked in 
my ways, to do that which is right (v. 
33). We speak colloquially of some unfor- 
tunate as “that poor God-forsaken crea- 
ture.” But this is only a manner of speak- 
ing. God has never forsaken anyone — but 
his Son (Matt. 27: 46). It is God’s crea- 
tures who do the forsaking. We begin 
our lives as children, and each one of us 
has an angel in Heaven close to the Father, 
Jesus tells us (Matt. 18:10). 

As the years go on, the one great prob- 
lem of the wise parents is to keep the 
children tied up with the Heaven of their 
angels who always behold the face of the 
Father. The Sunday school is one of the 
instrumentalities parents for the most part 
depend upon for the purpose, even though 
they give the Sunday school absent treat- 
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ment and small or no support in any way. 

When the Sunday school is backed up 
by the right home influences the result is 
apt to be a happy one. But when the home 
influence consists of cards, “for a little 
cash stake to make the game interesting” ; 
when the favorite music is the clink of 
the ice in the cocktail shaker; when the 
family conversation is acerbic and mostly 
sporty, the Sunday school fails dismally, 
and when the children get older the place 
is deserted and God is apt to be forsaken 
along with the school. 

Awhile ago, in Eastern Pennsylvania, 
there was a first page murder trial. The 
killer narrowly escaped the chair, He had 
shot dead another young fellow, Source 
of trouble a young girl in her teens. A 
newspaper writer referring to the tragedy 
says, “The children involved, who had 
known drunkenness, dissipation, passion, 
love, and murder before the age of twenty 
were victims of lawlessness and _ riches.” 
Week after week the papers record the trag- 
edy after tragedy of those who have for- 
saken God and taken to the ways of sin, 
where the wages are death, and often paid 
in cold lead and the “hot seat.” 


To Build the “Sure House.”—J?¢ shall 
be, if thou wilt... walk in my ways, ... 
I will be with thee, and build thee a sure 
house (v. 38). What can a man want bet- 
ter than that! If “it shall be” you require 
proof, read the history of the “tribe.” As 
long as they walked “in my ways” they 
prospered and the good King’s “house” 
stood “sure.” But on the failure to walk 
in God’s ways, over went the “house.” If 
you are not interested in ancient history, 
and especially Hebrew ancient history, you 
have only to turn to your local history. 
Over a term of years what families have 
proved to be the “sure” houses? (Psa. 
1272-3: ¥ Gor. 3: 6;: 7): 

Years ago a concrete example of those 
who by no stretch of the imagination or 
toleration could be said to walk in God’s 
ways were those engaged in the liquor 
traffic. Is there a “sure house” founded 
on whisky, rum, and gin anywhere? There 
are none I know of. Here is what the 
Old Book says, “Woe unto him that giveth 
his neighbour drink . . . and makest him 
drunken” (Hab. 2:15). 

The son of one of my grandfather’s em- 
ployees went from Arneytown, Burlington 
County, New Jersey, to Philadelphia and 
got a job tending bar. In a little while he 
had a saloon of his own. With another 
man he became a distiller of a famous 
brand of whisky. The whisky maker grew 
very wealthy. Owned one of the biggest 
hotels in Philadelphia and another at the 
seashore. His daughter became famous 
for her wonderful collection of diamonds 
which she wore and displayed at Saratoga 
and Long Branch, the two great resorts 
of the day. 

There was a boy or two, one of whom 
I knew —not a half bad chap and ashamed 
of his dad’s business. He had a fine home 
in Philadelphia, and is the only man I ever 
knew to rig up a soda fountain in his home. 
That family has walked into oblivion. If 
I mentioned the name few in Philadelphia 
would recognize it. 

At the time this country boy came to 
town to be a bartender a boy about the 
same age got a job in a brick yard. Then 
he started a Sunday school in a tent in that 
part of the city where saloons were plenti- 
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ful. That boy’s name was John Wana- 
maker, from whom the Editor’s father 
bought this Sunpay ScHoot Times, That 
big building fillmg a block, and that sky- 
scraper with the big bell on top are his 
“sure house.” And there you are! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HEN did Solomon receive his first warn- 
ing of the results of disobedience to 
God’s revealed will for his kingdom? 

2. Where do we find confirmation in this 
present lesson connection of the promise made 
to David in 1 Kings 2:4? 

3. What promise made in connection with 
the Ten Commandments is shown as being 
fulfilled in God’s dealing with Solomon? 

4. What great leader in Israel, whose name 
is given to one of the Bible books, referred 
impressively to Solomon’s sin more than 500 
years later? 

5. What is Jeroboam most noted for in the 
inspired record of his life? 


6. What is Rehoboam most noted for in the 
inspired record of his life? 


7. What three men were most responsible 
for the idolatry and sin of Israel, and why? 


8. Where were the seeds of division in 
the twelve tribes first sown? What other 
evidences of division were there before the 
time of Solomon? 


9. What evidence have we that there was 
a remnant in Judah that loved God and fol- 
lowed his ways? 

10. What famous prophecy was made to 


Jeroboam at Bethel? What was striking 
about it? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 404 of this issue. 


ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 


Not Likely to Catch Up.—So he went 
another way (1 Kings 13:10). “You're 
just out of date,” said young Pastor Bate 
to one of our faithful old preachers who 
had carried for years, in travail and tears, 
the Gospel to poor sinful creatures, ‘You 
still preach on Hades, and shock cultured 
ladies, with your barbarous doctrine of 
blood. You’re so far behind, you will 
never catch up; you're a flat tire, stuck in 
the mud.” For some little while a wee 
bit of a smile enlightened the old pastor’s 
face. Being made the butt of ridicule’s 
cut did not ruffle his sweetness or grace. 
Then he turned to young Bate, so suave 
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and sedate. “Catch up, did my ears hear 
you say? Why, I couldn’t succeed if I 
doubled my. speed. My friend, I’m: not 
going your way!”—From Christian Vic- 
tory. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Rafael, Cal. Prize illustration. 


Even at the Lord’s Supper.—Because 
that they have forsaken me (v. 33). Only 
after the severest self-scrutiny, that any 
hidden sin or stumblingblock might Be 
judged and put away —that the Supper is 
not taken unworthily. On one such occa- 
sion the writer witnessed several women 
seated in front of her in a large church 
take the bread as it was passed, then reach 
for their compacts and, regarding their mir- 
rors, touch up their complexion, add rouge 
to their lips, then replace the compact to 
reach for the Communion wine being ex- 
tended toward them!—From Mrs. Ralph 
Norton, in Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
Ott, Wainscott, Petersburg, IIl. 


The Light Carries Far.—And unto his 
son will I give one tribe, that David my 
servant may have a light alway before me 
in Jerusalem (v. 36). Lady Hasie tells 
how she came one night to a Chinese vil: 
lage without a decent inn, and how her 
muleteer went out to find a house for her. 
Christian homes are always cleaner than 
others, and Christians always willing to 
help. Then a village elder came, “I un- 
derstand you are asking for a Christian in 
this village. We have none. I am very 
sorry.” “Where does the nearest Christian 
live?” “The nearest Christian lives five 
days’ journey from here.” My father said 
when I told him this story, “Yes, and they 
knew where he was.” Five days’ journey 
and his light shone. How far this little 
light throws its beams!—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. W. J. Gar- 
ver, Washington, Pa. 


The Gospel and Soap.—/f thou wilt... 
walk in my ways ...I will be with thee, 
and build thee a sure house (v. 38). A 
soap manufacturer and an_ evangelical 
preacher were walking along together, the 
former not being a Christian. The soap 
maker said, “The Gospel you preach has 
not done much good, for there is still a 
lot of wickedness, and thousands of wicked 
people.” The preacher was silent awhile, 
and in a few moments they passed a child 
making mud pies in the street. He was 
exceedingly dirty. Then the preacher’s turn 
came. “Soap has not done much good in 
the world, I see; for there is still much 
dirt, and ever so many dirty people!” “Oh, 
well,” said the manufacturer, “soap is only 
useful when it is applied.” “Exactly,” re- 
plied the other, “so it is with the Gospel.”— 
From the Family Herald and Weekly Star. 
Sent by Emma A. Newcomb, Hopewell 
Hill, N. B., Can. 


No Further Discussion Needed.—/f 
thow wilt ... walk in my ways... I will 
be with thee, and build thee a sure house 
(v. 38). Charles Bradlaugh, the agnostic, 
was speaking in a great hall, and after his 
attack on the Christian faith, he said, “If 
there is any Christian who would like to 
come to the platform and say a word in 
defense of the Christian religion, he has the 
opportunity.” All the men were motion- 
less, but one old woman walked feebly to 
the platform and said, “I am the woman to 
speak, for I know. Fifty years ago I was 
left a widow with three children. I had not 
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a penny in the world, but I believed in God 
as my Father, and in Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour. I committed my life to his care. 
I have, by his blessed help, reared all my 
children, and all are today in positions of 
trust. Soon I shall leave this world, and 
I know my Lord is waiting to meet me on 
the shores of Eternity. I know what my 
religion has done for me. What has your 
agnosticism done for you?” With the in- 
stinct of one who is beaten, Bradlaugh re- 
plied, “Well, Grandma, we will not dis- 
cuss that tonight.”—From Grace and Truth. 
Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. 


ye 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatertIAL: A muslin robe which 
can represent the garment of Ahijah. 
Tear it into twelve pieces, and then 
lay two pieces together, and the other 
ten together. 











SUPPOSE you think I have lost my 

mind, to tear a good garment all to 
pieces. And I think Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, must have thought just that of 
Ahijah the prophet. 

Jeroboam was out in the field, and he 
saw Ahijah coming with a nice new gar- 
ment on him, and while he looked, Ahi- 
jah did just what I have done, tore it into 
twelve pieces, 

That was God’s way of telling Jeroboam 
that Solomon’s kingdom was to be divided, 
and that he was to have ten tribes, while 
two tribes were left to Solomon’s son, for 
David's sake. 

Solomon had-been given great wisdom 
by. God, but even with it he had not been 
true to God, but his heart had wandered 
after strange women and strange gods. 
So God divided his kingdom, but not in his 
day, but during the rule of his son. 

Sin is the great divider. Sin divides 
mations; it divides families; it divides 
churches; and it divides or separates man 
from God. Only through Jesus Christ can 
God and man be reconciled again, through 
the shed blood of Calvary. 


Mopesto, CAL. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, as 
we take up the study of the prophets and 
kings of Israel, we pray that their experiences 
may remind us of our own need for obedieace 
to thy commands and the faithful following 
of thy Word. We pray that as we study the 
principles of leadership we may apply them to 
our lives so that we may use the gifts that 
thou hast given us in helping others. Defend 
us, we pray thee, from the sin of pride, for 
we do desire to be humble before thee in all 
our doings. If we are given places of great 
responsibility may we realize.how needful it 
is for us to keep free from the pride of place 
and of power, and to walk before thee in sim- 
ple trust, not desiring the praise of men or 
worldly gain. We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We are beginning a 
study of: prophets and kings. The prophet 
is a man who speaks for God. He does 
not always foretell, but he always speaks 
for God and He gives him the message 
that He wishes him to deliver. Let us 











M4 








Lesson for July 1 


watch the life course of the kings whom 
we are to study and see what they did 
with. the messages that God gave them 
through the prophets. Let us study these 
men whom God*chose to speak for him, 
to realize the way in which God cared for 
them, and what a remarkable place they 
had in God’s plan for his people. In this 
lesson today we can see an example of 
what the Golden Text means as we see 
how the Kingdom of Israel became divided 
because of the way in which the young 
king Rehoboam started out. A pride like 
his can only do harm. Let us ask God to 
defend us against such a pride as that 
on our part this day. 


PRE" For SEV" 


MY CHOICE ? 














For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Solomon who knew, but did not obey 
God’s commands. 


2. How Rehoboam . lost a_ kingdom 
through pride. 


3. How we may lose Heaven through 
pride. 


UR story is found in 1 Kings 12: 1-20. 

Solomon, famous for his glory and 
wisdom, was dead. God had granted his 
request (1 Kings 3:9) and gave him wis- 
dom which “excelled the wisdom of all the 
children of the east country, and all the 
wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than 
all men . . . and he spake three thousand 
proverbs: and his songs were a thousand 
and: five’ (1 Kings 4: 30-32). Yet, in 
spite of all this, Solomon had given way 
to the desires of his own wicked heart (cf. 
Jer. 17:9), and had become a great sinner. 
How. sad! Solomon knew God’s com- 
mands, for he even wrote about them, but 
he did not obey them. God says, “To obey 
is better than sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15 322). 

You all know God’s commands: you come 
to Sunday school and hear about them 
every week, and you have a Bible in which 
to read about them for yourself. Do you 
obey God? Let us all make up our minds 
that we will not be like Solomon, but will 
be like Paul, who was not disobedient “to 
the heavenly vision.” 

When Solomon died, his son became 
King. His name was a long one; it was 
Rehoboam. What sort of son do you think 
a wise man like Solomon would have? I 
should have thought he would be wise, 
too; but alas, Rehoboam was proud, and that 
made him foolish and unkind. He, too, 
obeyed his own wicked heart (cf. Mark 7: 
21, 22). 

Pride is a terrible thing; it is like hav- 
ing a snake in your heart! Satan was 
turned out of Heaven because he became 
puffed up with pride. We do not want 
to have anything to do with pride if it 
comes from Satan, do we? What letter 
comes in the middle of the word “pride”? 
Yes, “I.” When we are proud, it is be- 
cause the “I” in us has got too big! Let 
us repeat our Memory Verse (Prov. 16: 
18). 

Tell the lesson story as simply as pos- 
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sible, pointing out the foolishness of Reho- 
boam’s pride. First, it made him seek 
advice from man instead of from God. Sec- 
ondly, it made him boastful. But in spite 
of all his boasting (v. 14), his fall came 
speedily and we find him running away 
from the very people he had said he would 
chastise with “scorpions.” Read verses 18- 
20. 
So Rehoboam lost his kingdom through 
pride. How sad if any boy or girl here 
should lose Heaven through pride! There 
are boys and girls who are too proud to 
confess they are sinners and need a Sav- 
iour. God’s Word tells us “All have sin- 
ned,” so all need to be saved. “If we con- 
fess our sins, he [God] is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
Who will ask him to do it today? 

Have a few minutes for silent prayer at 
the end of your talk, or pray a short prayer 
for the children to repeat after you. 


Expression Work 


God says: “Pride . . . do I hate” (Prov. 
8:13). Let the children also look up Prov- 
erbs 6:16, 17; Psalm 101:5, and Isaiah 
28:3. Then draw on the blackboard the 
things to which pride is likened in Prov- 
erbs 14:3 and Psalm 73: 6. 

Yorx, Ena. 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders who followed God: 


1. Ahijah who revealed God’s will between 
Solomon and Jeroboam. 


“TSO DISCOVER .. . the principles of 

true leadership and . . . how to put 
these principles into practice in everyday 
life’ — so reads the “Aim” heading the les- 
sons for this quarter’s study. It should be 
an appealing one to your girls, so wide- 
spread is the desire for leadership in our 
time. But, following so closely upon the 
supremely satisfying study of Jesus the 
King, in Matthew’s Gospel, it will be hard 
to hold to that high level of interest un- 
less we can help the girls search for the 
only unfailing leadership of the ages and 
accept God’s will for their lives, even as 
the true leaders of old did. 

Let us help them to see how all other 
leadership failed then, how it fails now— 
how only as we follow God’s revealed will 
and way can we go right ourselves or lead 
others in right ways. Let us help them, 
too, to see that only these right ways of 
God’s last and bring blessing, that self- 
chosen ways break down urder crises and 
fail to satisfy, usually bringing much sor- 
row with them. And let us help our girls 
to see that the only leadership worth while 
is that which leads to God himself by fol- 
lowing God as the only wholly true Leader. 

Our first study concerns one of the 
prophets of the kingdom era, Ahijah, whose 
leadership lay in following exactly God’s 
revelation to him concerning the change in 
the leadership of Israel. You, as teacher, 
must read the whole history behind the 
scene depicted in our printed lesson text, 
to help your girls understand its import. 
It is a story full of interesting human high 
lights and side lights — written for us in 
the book of 1 Kings, chapters one through 
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fourteen. Sketch it briefly for your girls, 
helping them to note the most significant 
words in these several key passages. 

In 1t Kings 9: 1-9, notice God’s own 
emphasis on “if thou wilt walk ... then 
I will establish... . But if ye shall turn 
away ... then will I cut off. ... Because 
they forsook ... their God.” These were 
his plain words to Solomon, early in his 
reign, 

Notice next, in 1 Kings 11: 1-13, these 
significant words revealing Solomon’s re- 
fusal to follow God, and the results: “Now 
king Solomon loved many foreign women 

. and his wives turned away his heart 

. after other gods [oh, the si:fluence of 
women for good or evil!]; and his heart 
was not perfect [sincere] with Jehovah his 
God... and Jehovah was angry with Solo- 
mon, because his heart was turned away 

. wherefore ...I1 will surely rend the 
kingdom from thee. . . . Notwithstanding 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 
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in thy days I will not do it, for David thy 
father’s sake: but .. . out of the hand of 
thy son.” 

Your girls will see then that Ahijah’s 
words to Jeroboam were but the promised 
resu!ts of Solomon’s failure to follow his 
Leader, God himself, in his repeated and 
plain promise and warning. The-vivid ob- 
ject lesson Ahijah gave in tearing his robe 
into ten pieces representing the ten re- 
volting tribes is no more significant than 
that small (?) word “if” (v. 38) which 
had been sounded so solemnly in Solomon’s 
ears —in vain! Jf Jeroboam had only fol- 
lowed his Leader —God, through his 
prophet, Ahijah — and walked in his ways, 
how “sure” would have been his house, 
which, alas! so promptly turned to its own 
wisdom and ways, and so soon disappeared 
from the line of fsrael’s kings! 


Home Study 


After such an introduction will not your 
girls want to read the rest of Jeroboam’s 
interesting history —1 Kings 11: 40 to 14: 
31? Suggest that they note other signifi- 
cant words, like those we’ve found in Solo- 
mon’s case, particularly noting God’s un- 
forgetting covenant with David who did 
follow God with all his heart (1 Kings 
14:8) and Ahijah’s further faithfulness to 
his Leader, God. 

Decatur, Ga. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Costly gods. 

Discussion: Granted that anything which 
absorbs our thought and time and effort 
to the exclusion of our privilege and re- 
sponsibility as Christians is an idol. What 
are some of the idols that today are bid- 
ding for our devotion? 

Objective: Being true to Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, there’s a price tag on 

everything desirable or supposedly de- 
sirable, except the air that you breathe. 
Of course the Gospel is free. “Ho, every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters” 
invites the prophet, “and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and with- 
out price” (Isa. 55:1), but that does not 
mean that salvation of the sinner costs 
nothing. It is the most costly of all pos- 
sessions, because it was purchased by the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ; but through 
his marvelous grace it is free to every one 
who believes. 

Now King Solomon knew values. Of 
course he did. Was he not wise above all 
other men of his day? And he must have 
placed high value upon the favor, the 
friendship and protection of almighty God. 
Yet he did a strange and foolish thing: he 
allowed that precious value to slip from 
his possession while grasping for something 
else — something that proved to be worse 
than valueless, because it brought him only 
humiliation and sorrow. “King Solomon 
loved many strange women,” says the 
writer of 1 Kings 11:1—women of 
heathen nations who worshiped idols; 
against whom God had distinctly warned 
him, and forbade him to have anything to 
do with them. But Solomon “wanted to do 
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what he wanted to do,”—and when he 
took wives out of heathendom their false 
gods came with them. They were costly 
gods. They cost his royal house ten tribes 
out of the twelve and left only the remnant 
of two. But the cost was infinitely more 
in the loss of God’s favor. 

Now, fellows, this is just a bit of his- 
tory out of the life of a king and the 
mishaps of a kingdom. It shows the folly 
and the tragedy in mistaken values; under- 
estimating the priceless value of God's 
favor, and overestimating the value of the 
things Satan would sell to us at his own 
high prices. Satan tried to break down the 
great plan of Jesus Christ to save lost sin- 
ners by offering him “the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them” if he would 
fall down and worship him (Matt. 4:8, 
9), but Jesus refused. Now having failed 
to ensnare Jesus, the Devil is using the 
same strategy with you and with me who 
would follow Jesus. He offers us the per- 
ishable things of the world, knowing if we 
fall for it, we will be swept by them away 
from Christ. These are too costly. Any- 
thing which, in coming into our lives, 
takes away our satisfaction in Jesus Christ 
is too costly. They are gods because they 
take the place of our God in our thought 
and our time, and that makes them costly 
gods. 

Fellows, be wise, and don’t let Satan 
cheat you. 


Greensporo, N. C. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for July 1) 


1. In 1 Kings 2: 2-4 we find David warn- 
ing his son Solomon, to “shew thyself a man; 
and keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to 
walk in his ways,” etc., and this at the time 
of Solomon’s accession to his father’s throne. 

2. 1 Kings 11:12, 13: “Notwithstanding 
in thy days I will not do it [rend the king- 
dom from Solomon] for David thy father’s 
sake.” And 1 Kings 11:39: “And I will 
for this afflict the seed of David, but not for 
ever.” There is comfort in a comparison of 
this and Isaiah 55: 3. 


3. “And shewing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my command- 
ments” (Exod. 20: 6). 


4. Nehemiah. “Did not Solomon king of 
Israel sin by these things?” (Neh. 13: 26.) 


5. For making Israel to sin, by leading 
them to the worship of idols in Bethel and 
Dan. 

6. For sinning against Israel is not light- 
ening their burdens, and thus leading them 
to revolt from Judah. 

7. Solomon, because of his idolatry and 
his oppression of. the people. Rehoboam, be- 
cause his continued oppression led them to 
revolt. Jeroboam, who was the direct cause 
of their idolatry. 


8. The pelygamy in the family of Jacob was 
the beginning of divisions and jealousies 
among the members of the families, and 
among the tribes that grew from them. The 
jealousy of the two strongest tribes, Judah 
and Ephraim, was another cause. For. the 
first seven years of David's reign the ten 
tribes did not acknowledge him. 

9. The counsel of the old men to Reho- 
boam. 

10. The prophecy against the altar at 
Bethel (1 Kings 13: 1-6), fulfilled to the 
letter (2 Kings 23:15, 16). It is notable 
for mentioning Josiah by name, the only in- 
stance of such mention except in the case 
Cyrus (Isa. 45: 4). 


Curisv1AN YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper.for young people. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 8. What Makes a Vacation Worth While? 
Mark 6: 31, 32. 


Sunday, July 1 
The Mind of Christ and International 


Relations (Isa. 9 : 4) 
(Consecration meeting) 








Mon.—Jesus’ principle (Matt. 7 : 12). 
Tues.—Put God’s will first (John 5 : 30). 
Wed.—Obedience to law (Matt. 22 : 15-21). 
Thurs.—A Christ-principle (Rom. 13:7, 8). 
Fri.—The city of God (Rev. 21 : 22-4). 
Sat.—Servant of all (Matt. 20 : 25-28). 











What do you think Jesus would do if he were 
President ? 


How like Christ, or unlike Christ, are nations 
today ? 


Can national selfishness bs cured? 


RITTEN high above the wrecks 

and changing fortunes of this world’s 
political systems stands the great truth 
proclaimed by God’s Word, “Thy king- 
dom, O Christ, is an everlasting king- 
dom” (Psa. 145: 13, Gr. Latin Veronense 
Psalter). Yet, as we look about us at the 
existing governments, it is evident that, 
in spite of the so-called Christian influ- 
ence of many Christian lands, these gov- 
ernments are not under the control of the 
Lord Jesus. 

We see certain nations ruthlessly tram- 
pling underfoot weaker peoples, and seiz- 
ing territory, under one pretext or another, 
in order to insure room for their own 
“expansion.” We see other nations engaged 
in commercial warfare, and seeking to 
control the markets of the world. Still 
others are suspiciously watching their 
neighbors and feverishly piling up arma- 
ments, which some day will become the 
threat that may begin another world con- 
flagration. 

Again, we find certain nations main- 
taining a so-called “protectorate” over 
weaker nations, in order that they may 
exploit their natural resources or insure 
supplies of certain needed commodities. 
With few exceptions international relation- 
ships seem to follow the policy, “Suspect 
the worst of the other fellow, and get 
the most for yourself.” 

John tells us why all this is so. He 
says, “The whole world lieth in the wicked 
one” (1 John 5:19, margin). Satan, un- 
seen and unrecognized can and does manip- 
ulate world affairs to further his own ends. 

ee 

But the day is coming when the tri- 
umphant cry shall ring out, “The king- 
doms of this world. are become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and 
he shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 
11:15). While all honest efforts to bet- 
ter international understanding are to be 
encouraged and supported by believers, 
nevertheless, we know from God’s Word 
that national selfishness, and intrigue, and 
greed, and suspicion will never be abol- 
ished or cured until the Lord Jesus comes 
in person to reign. 

2 
And we are not left to speculation as 
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to what he will do when he becomes the 
head of the governments of this world. 

He will be an absolute monarch, with 
power to establish and maintain his gov- 
ernment throughout the whole earth (Isa. 
4: 4} Mx. 453). 

He will administer his government with 
absolute righteousness and justice to both 
rich and poor alike (Isa. 11: 2-5). 

He will establish universal peace (Isa. 
2:4; Mic. 4:3), and will make it safe 
for every man to enjoy his own home in 
comfort and safety (Mic. 4:4). 

He will cause all peoples to worship 
God and to serve him (Psa. 22:27; 86: 
Ss Ue, S58; Fy. 

He will even bring about changes in 
the realm of nature, so that animals will 
not prey upon one another or upon man 
(Isa. 11: 6-9). 

Worthy as many human efforts are to 
make this world a better place to live in, 
can we not see that they fall infinitely 
short of God’s plan, through the personal 
reign of his Son? And so while we are 
doing all. we can now to alleviate the suf- 
ferings of this old world and to spread 
the Gospel to the uttermost parts, let us 
also learn to pray with John the apostle, 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22: 
20). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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How Ruth Brought Her Mother 
to Christ 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


HERE was a great feast in a certain 

African home when the first baby girl 
came to stay, as her parents had lost sev- 
eral children and were very anxious for 
this one to bless their old age. Being 
heathen they performed a special ceremony 
in which cassava, a white porridge-like 
food, was first offered to a certain great 
spirit, after whom the baby was called. All 
the guests whispered the name Dangi (‘“All- 
powerful-Goodness”) very softly over the 
child, though she would always have a 
nickname for common use. 

Dangi, as we shall call her, grew up 
healthy and bright; indeed it really seemed 
as if the child enjoyed very special favor. 
She was exceptionally beautiful te the 
African’s mind, tall, and good-natured. 

There was plenty of work to be done 
in the hut and garden, and Dangi, being 
an only child, had to help, but her par- 
ents were always very careful of her. 

One day she surprised them by saying, 
“My father, I hunger to go and read books 
like Tesa, our neighbor’s daughter, who 
is nOw so smart.” 

“My child,” said her father, “Dangi, the 
Spirit of Powerful Goodness, may not ap- 
prove. If thou art set upon going to school 
we must find out his will, for thou hast 
belonged to him from birth.” 

Dangi’s father did not say no at once, 
because he really wanted the best for his 
one priceless treasure. So the usual rites 
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— a 
OVER\LINAYEARS ACO 


When Zachary Taylor*, fresh from the Mexican War, 
was President of the United States, the American Bible 
Society was sending checks to its annuitants. 


















‘1! AND TODAY 


the Society makes payments promptly 
and regularly to the many holders of 
its annuity agreements. 


These checks always sent when due in 
spite of wars, panics and depressions, 
relieve anxiety today just as they have 
done through all chase years. 


You too, can secure *President Taylor 

“ having been made a 
Life Director of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in 1850 
stated: “Believing that our 
prosperity and greatness as 
a mation, no less than our 
happiness as individuals,is 
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Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS 88 entitled i 
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were followed, and the spirit of Dangi was 
supposed to be favorable. 

On a suitable day she set out with her 
parents to walk all the fifty miles to the 
nearest mission school. Her mother silently 
wiped her tears now and then, for she was 
very sad at parting from her little daugh- 
ter even for a few weeks. 

They were both determined to go and 
visit her very often to be sure she was 
all right. Dangi really felt rather fright- 
ened of what lay before her, now that it 
had come to the point, but she tried to be 
gay and brave in spirit. 

At last they reached the gate of the 
mission school, and the kindly old porter 
took them in and went to call the head 
teacher, 

Poor Dangi! In spite of the welcoming 
smile of the white-faced foreign woman, 
she was frankly terrified and suddenly 
longed to go home. 

She listened, hoping that she would not 
be received, but her father was afraid of 
offending the spirit Dangi (now that they 
believed in his approval), so he managed 
to agree to the school terms, which he was 
unable to pay, except in bananas. 

Dangi, as soon as she knew it was all 
settled, clung to her mother, sobbing and 
pleading to be taken home. 

“We may not mock the Spirit-of-Power- 
ful-Goodness,” said her father. “If he 
withdrew his protection our precious only 
child would die.” So to Dangi’s distress 
she found herself alone next morning, for 
her parents had left secretly before dawn. 

Soon she found herself losing all her 
fears, for every one was very kind to her, 
although one or two of the girls made fun 
of her belief in Dangi’s good will. Happily 
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she got on easily with others and made 
friends by her sweet nature. 

Her teachers found her quick and keen 
at her work, so that when her parents 
came to see her they were proud and de- 
lighted to hear of her progress. 

“My father,” said Dangi, “I am always 
called by that name here, for no one fears 
to offend the spirit. They all worship the 
Jesus-God, and he is all love and true 
goodness. My heart wants to belong to 
him.” 

“Peace! Peace!” exclaimed her mother, 
shivering with fear. But her father had 
lately met an African Christian preacher, 
and was not quite so sure about his own 
religion. 

Some few months later Dangi asked 
permission to be baptized, to show she now 
loved and belonged to the Lord Jesus. Her 
father did not oppose it, although her 
mother was terribly worried with fears. 

“Thou wilt cause the child mischief,” 
she said, “if thou dost permit such a 
dangerous thing. What will Dangi do to 
revenge such an insult?” She refused to 
go near the school again, and shortly after 
she became seriously ill. One night she 
had a remarkable dream, which disturbed 
her so much that to try to calm her mind 
her little girl was brought home. 

She had just been baptized Ruth Dangi, 
and under God’s loving, all-powerful care 
she was happy and blessed, and her longing 
now was to win her parents to love him, 
too. She did all she could to help her 
mother, and one day read to her about 
the Saviour as he healed the sick people 
of old. 

“Surely it is the same One I saw in my 
dream,” her mother cried. “The story is 
just what I saw, and we ought to worship 
Him. He must be the true God.” 

From that hour she began to get better, 
and now Ruth and both her parents rejoice 
to live in the constant care of the God 
who is the one Spirit of all-powerful good- 
ness as well as infinite love. 


WortHING, Sussex, Enc. 
ye 
A New Bible Game 


AN INTERESTING new Bible puzzle 
has recently been published. It looks 
something like a jig-saw puzzle, and is de- 
signed as an aid in memorizing Scripture. A 
complete verse is printed on each piece of 
the puzzle, and when all are put together 
they form a figure corresponding to the 
number of the chapter from which the verses 
are taken. For instance, when the forty-eight 
verses of Matthew 5 are properly put to- 
gether, they form the figure five. The 
irregular edges of the pieces are so made 
that only consecutive verses may be placed 
side by side. No numbers are printed on 
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the separate pieces of course, but a chart; 
with the verse numbers printed on it, is 
furnished with each puzzle. 

The puzzles are packed in boxes that 
look like thin books. Similar puzzles have 
been published for the sixth and seventh 
chapters of Matthew, and for the names 
of the sixty-six books of the Bible. The 
names of the Old Testament books when 
complete form the letter O, and those in 
the New Testament, the letter N. 

It will readily be seen that these puzzles 
will be useful in Sunday school, in the 
home, in Summer Bible Schools, in home 
mission work, and will furnish a profitable 
pastime for shut-ins and hospital patients. 

The three “volumes,” or boxes, contain- 
ing Matthew 5, 6, and 7, may be obtained 
for 25 cents each; the “volume” contain- 
ing the names of the books of the Bible, 
which really consists of two puzzles, costs 
50 cents; or the four volumes together 
may be obtained for $1. The name of the 
plan or game is “Vers-lox,” and the puzzles 
may be obtained from the Vers-lox Library 
Corporation, Paramount Building, New 
York City. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, -- 
The School Times; 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have taken other of 
my problems to you, and I have certainly been 
helped, and now again I come to you. This 
time my problem is that of a Catholic girl. 
Often at school we discuss various religions. 
Of course she thinks hers is the only one, but 
I know mine is the only way. 

I want you to help me with my arguments. 
Should I come out and say that the Catholic 
faith isn’t true? I think this would be very 
tactless. How may I approach the subject of 
salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord? She 
knows: that I do not dance, go to movies, play 
cards, and participate in other worldly amuse- 
ments. One day she said to me, “If you don’t 
dance, what can you do?” Could you send 
me some literature on worldly amusements, and 
anything that would be helpful?—A CHRISTIAN 
GIRL. 

Y DEAR GIRL: It is very nice to 

hear from you again. I remembered 
you as soon as I saw the postmark! It 
is so nice to know you are growing in 
grace, and it is manifested in- your letter. 
Oh, how I hope you will go all the way 
with your Lord! It will make such a 
difference in your life, and you will de- 
velop daily and be useful for your Lord. 

And now it is a Catholic in whom you 
are interested? That is fine! Keep your 
interest alive, and try not to be antagon- 
istic. If you will ask God, he will make 
you wise in your dealings with this school- 
mate, and give you the power to be wise 
as a serpent and harmless as a dove (Matt. 
10: 16). 

The Holy Spirit will give you the words 
that you should ‘use at the appointed time. 
Keep praying, that you may speak under 
his influence, and not make any mistake 
in your presentation. The Catholics be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ and in his blood, so 
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Lesson for July 1 


that you have a great fact in common be- 
tween you. From that you can go on to 
point out that you go to the Saviour for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and that your 
Priest is Jesus Christ, to whom you go 
directly, instead of to an earthly priest 
of the church. The confessional is a great 
part of their religion, and you can show 
her that you confess your sins to God (1 
John 1:9); and also what it means to have 
the power to be kept from sin, as well as 
to be forgiven by him. 

In your testimony to her, you can tell 
her how the crude and vulgar do not 
appeal to you. The knowledge that Jesus 
Christ is in you (Col. 1:27) makes you 
very sensitive to the least approach of any- 
thing that would displease him; therefore 
you do not have the desire for worldly 
things, such as movies, dancing, cards, 
smoking, and all the other things of the 
world. To know him means that your 
desires are controlled by him, and since 
you love him you do not want to do any- 
thing that would grieve him. 

I am sending you some leaflets, namely: 
“Should Christians Dance?” by T. W. Call- 
away; “Girls, Show Your Colors!” by 
Howard W. Pope; “Morals of the Mov- 
ing Picture Show,” by J. M. Stanfield. 
(All of these may be had for two cents 
apiece from the Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, 843 N. Wells St., Chicago.) 
Then on Catholicism the following are 
good: “What Roman Catholics Will Find 
When They Study Their Own Bibles,” by 
J. L. S. (Bible Truth Depot, Swengel, Pa., 
I cent each); “Why Evangelize Roman- 
ists?” (free from the Bible House of Los 
Angelés, 927 S.. Westmoreland Ave., Los 
Angeles). Another very good one is “Por- 
trait of Mary in Heaven, Taken from Holy 
Scripture,” by Terence Magowan (Christ’s 
Mission, 130 W. Fifty-sixth St. New 
York, 10 cents). 

Surround this girl with prayer, and trust 
your Lord in all your endeavors! 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 25 to July 1 

Mon.—1 Kings 11 : 29-39. Ahijah’s Prophecy. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The striking em- 
blematic action of the prophet Ahijah was 
God-inspired, and was costly to himself. 
Service that costs nothing is usually fruit- 
less service. Jeroboam had some excel- 
lent qualities. He was a man of valor and 
industry, and Solomon considered him a 
fit man to make ruler over the house of 
Joseph. The divine honor conferred upon 
him in raising him to the throne of Israel 
did not humble him. He went down in 
failure and condemnation because of his 
disregard of the Word of God (vs. 38, 
39). It is an ominous sign of ruin when 
a man elects to believe the part of God’s 
Word that appeals to his fancy. God’s 
plans for Jeroboam were infinitely better 
than what he had for himself. Pray for 
the Christians of the Mino Mission, Ogaki; 
Gifu Ken, Japan, who have been kept true 
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“Into All The World—” 


THe Lord commanded, and 

Wheaton has ever sought to obey 
the command. Not only in commercial 
pursuits, but also as Gospel heralds, 
the number of Wheaton graduates 
upon the foreign field is increasing 
each year. 


Above is shown the Student 
Volunteer Band of Wheaton College. 
Its membership is limited to those who 
purpose to become foreign missionaries. 
From an organization of a half dozen 
earnest workers some years ago, the 
band has now grown to over one 
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to God during a time of severe persecution 
for their uncompromising stand against 
shrine worship. 
Tues.—1 Kings 12:1-15. Rehoboam’s Folly. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Rehoboam is the 
only son of King Solomon named for us. 
He was half Ammonite. He had no endow- 
ment of heavenly wisdom, and he was a 
weak man, without relish for wise counsel. 
It has been the opinion of some that the 
references to an unwise son in Ecclesiastes 
apply to Rehoboam. Flattery fed his pride 
and prejudice. He preferred his personal 
interests to the interests of the whole king- 
dom. We, too, are young kings. “Jesus 
Christ .. . hath made us kings and priests” 
(Rev. 1:5}. Are we preferring kingdom 
interests above our own? Pray for the 
weak Christians of Mino Mission, Japan, 
who fear man rather than God in this 
crisis when the Church of Christ is tempted 
to compromise with idolatry. 


Wed.—1 “ings 12: 16-24. Israel’s Revolt. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Times of religious 
confusion are times of grave danger for 
the people of God. But times of political 
chaos also try the souls of the godly. In 
troublous times Israel, infatuated with her 
own delusions, fell. Just now when re- 
ligious and political confusion are on every 
hand, let us remember that deviation from 
the plain teaching of God’s Word, no mat- 
ter what success it may seem to promise, 
will be a ruinous course. Better believe 
God and remain in the difficult path of 
duty than to take the apparently pleasanter 
path of peril. The way of revolt seemed 
right to Israel, but the end was that of 
early captivity. “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 14: 
12). Pray for unusual blessing upon the 
distribution of Gospels and tracts from 
house to house throughout Gifu Ken, Japan, 
by the Mino Mission. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 12 : 25-33. Jeroboam’s Idolatry. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Jeroboam was in 
Israel the father of Liberalism. He in- 
vented a divinely condemned, cheap, showy, 
sensual religion, which gratified a deluded, 
materialistic people. The system was the 
creation of his own evil heart. It simu- 
lated Judaism, was amazingly popular, but 
was wholly contrary to God’s revealed 
will. The history of Christianity has been 
stained with similar declensions, apostasies, 
and divisions. “There must be also here- 
sies among. you, that they which are ap- 
proved may be made manifest among you” 
(1 Cor. 11:19). Pray for Mino Mission 
Schoul of the Bible, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, 
Japan. 


Fri—1 Kings 14:1-6. Jeroboam’s Deceit. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God knows why 
to unmask men. He tore off Jeroboam’s 
disguises and revealed his true character. 
“Though a sinner do evil an hundred times” 
he shall not go unpunished. God turneth 
the way of the wicked upside down. He 
watches over evil to punish it as he watches 
over the good to reward it. “Lie not one 
to another, seeing ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds” (Col. 3:9). Pray 
that the Mino Mission’s distribution of 
one million copies of “The Way of Life” 
in Japanese may be directed and blessed of 
God. 


Sat.—1 Kings 14: 21-31. Rehoboam’s Reign. 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: The reign of Solo- 
mon’s son during the brief period of seven- 
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teen years, marked by evil and idolatry ° 


of the worst kind, was witness to the loss 
of the treasures of the Temple pillaged 
by Shishak, and marked by continuous war. 
“There is no wisdem nor understanding nor 
counsel against the Lord” (Prov. 21: 30). 
“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the 
power... thou reignest over all” (1 Chron. 
29:11, 12). “Put not your trust in princes, 
nor in the son of man, in whom there is 
no help” (Psa. 146:3). “Trust in the 
Lord.” Pray for Miss Sadie Lea Weid- 
ner, Mino Mission, Japan. 


Sun.—Proverbs 1: 20-26. Wisdom’s Warning. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Wisdom invites 
and warns. Its excellencies and advantages 
are gloriously set forth in this passage. 
“Christ . . . is made unto us wisdom.” In 
him is all the wisdom of God revealed. He 
is called the wisdom of God. He invites 
all who receive him as Saviour to learn 
of him. The terrible results of rejecting 
true wisdom in rejecting Christ set forth 
in this chapter are as emphatic as they 
are solemn. The alternative of the truth 
of God is a lie; and the fruit of a lie is 
eternal judgment. Pray for Mino Mission 
work with seamen in the various ports 
of Japan. 


A Correction— 
The British Columbia Mission 


N A recent article in the Times on the 

work of the Sunday School Mission 
of British Columbia, the wrong address 
was given for the headquarters. The cor- 
rect address is 1601 West Tenth Avenue, 
Vancouver, B. C., Canada. 
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weekly at the following rates, payable in 
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These rates include postage. 
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dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 
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each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
* 323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


NIL908 


4S NODV3AS 1 
sc S$ NVf 


USIT TVNOELVDIBINID 


SxV 


SGHIS 





